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WHO
WE ARE

KTA Advocates, (Formerly Karuhanga, Tabaro
& Associates) is an IFLR recommended
premier IP & Technology, East African based
law firm with an established regional footprint
in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi
and South Sudan.
As a member of the Amani IP network, that
brings together firms in the East African
Community, the firm has consolidated its
niche in Technology, Intellectual Property,
Construction Law, Corporate & Commercial
Law and Dispute Resolution.
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We are
A Specialized Law Firm
focusing on technology, media, telecommunications, Intellectual Property &
Construction law. We advise clients on the financing, exploitation and
protection of their creative and commercial assets in these sectors.
Alongside its specialist commercial expertise, the firm provides a full legal
service across corporate, tax, finance, litigation, employment and property.
The firm’s clients range from leading businesses in banking, e-commerce,
entertainment, technology, beverage & hospitality, telecommunications,
broadcast entertainment, music, and publishing through to platforms,
content retailers and early stage entrepreneurs.
The firm also provides legal support and lobbies decision makers on behalf
of clients on a wide range of matters, including data protection and privacy,
cyber security, anti-competition, copyright, trade and e-commerce. The
firm is also a member of the Amani IP Network, a network of intellectual
property practitioners in the region. The firm also works with other trusted
overseas law firms, with similar media, technology and IP focus, covering all
key worldwide jurisdictions.
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WHY WE
DO WHAT WE DO
“We exist to oﬀer innovative
service that nurtures
relationships and impacts
lives”

OUR
VALUES
BE DEPENDABLE.
We are honest.
We do things ahead of time.
We are empathetic.
BE PRAGMATIC.
We are constantly learning.
We find practical solutions to problems.
We adapt to all situations.
BE BOLD.
We do things beyond convention.
We are disruptive.
We communicate with candor & care
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We always strive to
improve our
performance this is why
more and more
customers
recommend us as their
trusted providers of legal
services.
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Justus
KARUHANGA

P A R T N E R
Commerical & Corporate. Public, Private
Partnerships (PPPs)
jk@ktaadvocates.com
+256 776 000 711

Justus is a graduate of law from Makerere University and an Advocate of the High
Court of Uganda. He was called to the bar in 2001. He previously practiced with a top
law firm in Uganda, before joining State House as Private Secretary-Legal to
His Excellency, the President of the Republic of Uganda from 2003-2009 which
position exposed him to hands-on experience on various intricate legal matters.
He also once served as a Secretary of a Commission of Inquiry which investigated land
relations in the country. He then later served as Principal State Attorney in the
Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Aﬀairs.
Justus specializes in Public-Private Partnerships, Corporate and Commercial law, land
conveyancing and investment advisory and electoral law. He has led KTA team on
various election disputes, 2011 and 2016 round of elections in which the firm has
represented the Electoral Commission of Uganda. He has in the past been Deputy
Chancellor of the Diocese of South Ankole of the Province of the Anglican Church of
Uganda.
Justus winds down his business by tending to his cows, the world famous Ankole
(Sanga) breed; in this regard, Justus runs two ranches in Omugyenyi-Ntungamo
District and Sanga in Kiruhura District where he keeps a sizeable population of the
beautiful creature. He is also an ardent reader of political science and economics of
development.

Core Expertise:

Education:

• Public Private Partnerships
• Real Estate & Conveyancing
• Investment Advisory
• Electoral Law
• Civil & Criminal Litigation

• LLB, Makerere University
• Post Graduate Diploma in
Legal Practice, LDC – Kampala

Professional Aﬃliations:
• Uganda Law Society
• East African Law Society
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Edgar

TABARO

PA RT NE R
Construction Law. Commercial &
Corporate
emt@ktaadvocates.com
+256 752 535 390

Edgar was called to the bar in 2002. He holds a Bachelors Degree in Law, Makerere
University, Post Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice, LDC & an LLM from the University
of Witwatersrand, South Africa.
Edgar has had a distinguished career in academia as a Law School Dean, Senior Lecturer
in Law with over 20 academic publications in peer-reviewed journals. He has also been
an external examiner at Makerere Law School and the Bar Course at LDC. Edgar has also
served on a number of boards including the Uganda Communications Commission,
Uganda Broadcasting Corporation wherein he was its inaugural Managing Director and
presently serves as Secretary Agribusiness Development Center, a Rabo Bank entity in
Uganda. In legal practice, he has litigated and prosecuted ground-breaking litigation in
intellectual property and commercial laws.
He has advised on various legislation on Intellectual Property in Uganda as the lead on
behalf of Uganda Law Society and was retained by the EU to advise the Nigerian and
Ghana governments on Geographical Indications for Pepa Yam, Kola nut and Cocoa as
well as Kente cloth respectively. Edgar specializes in Intellectual Property, Corporate
Law, Construction Law and Insolvency, Energy, Oil, and Gas.

Core Expertise:

Education:

• Trademark Law
• Copyright Law
• Patent Law
• Construction Law
• Insolvency Law
• Energy Law
• Oil & Gas Law
• Civil & Criminal Litigation

• LLB, Makerere University
• Post Graduate Diploma in Legal
Practice, LDC – Kampala
• LLM, University of Witwatersrand,
South Africa

Professional Aﬃliations:
• International Trademarks Association (INTA)
• Member, Intellectual Property Cluster- Uganda Law
Society
• Uganda Law Society
• East African Law Society
• World IP Forum
• International Intellectual Property Law Association
(IIPLA)
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Edwin
TABARO

M A N AG I N G

P AR T N E R

Commercial Litigation. Intellectual Property.
et@ktaadvocates.com
+256 754 957 977

Admitted to the bar in 2008 as an Advocate of the High Court of Uganda, Edwin has a
right of audience in the superior courts of the partner states of the East African
Community. Edwin focuses on regional intellectual property in the East African
Community, banking and project finance specifically on cross-border lending and
transactions in the East African Community. Edwin has also built expertise in the area of
East Africa Community law assisting clients to navigate the web of various laws and
regulation in the community.
He has litigated ground-breaking Intellectual Property cases in the commercial court of
Uganda particularly led KTA team in the first case of its kind on image rights in Uganda,
enforcement of trade secrets and confidential information. He also focuses on
Trademark and Patent prosecution in the region in association with lawyers in Tanzania,
Kenya, Rwanda, Burundi and South Sudan. Edwin has handled complex disputes arising
from banking transactions for a number of financial institutions that the firm represents.
He also focuses on deal structuring and raising finance for projects and has particularly
advised Pearl Meat Industries, a consortium of Italian Coge meat ltd, UAE Fund Salah
Khamas Capital together with local partners on the set up of a beef export firm.
Edwin is a director in the same firm.
Edwin spends his leisure time golfing at the Entebbe golf club, tea farming in the
Rwenzori region and loves wildlife. He serves as the Secretary of Entebbe Club and also
council member on the governing council of East Africa Law Society and sits on various
committees of the Uganda Law Society.

Core Expertise:

Education:

• Trademark Law
• Copyright
• Patent Law
• Banking
• Project Finance
• EAC Community Law
• Civil & Criminal Litigation

• LLB, Uganda Christian University
• Post Graduate Diploma in Legal
Practice, LDC – Kampala

Professional Aﬃliations:
• Member, Governing Council, East Africa
Law Society
• Member, Intellectual Property ClusterUganda Law Society
• Uganda Law Society
• East African Law Society
• International Intellectual Property Lawyers.
• World IP Forum.
• International Trademark Association (INTA).
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Kenneth
MUHANGI

P A R T N E R
Technology. Media. Telecommunications.
Intellectual Property
mk@ktaadvocates.com
+256 793 995 082

Kenneth specializes in intellectual property, technology, media, telecommunications
and dispute resolution. He has practiced in law for over 8 years. Kenneth holds a
master’s degree, LLM (International Commercial Law) from The University of South
Wales, Bachelor’s Degree in Law LLB (Hons) from Uganda Christian University and a
Diploma in Legal Practice from the Law Development Centre. He is licensed to practice
law in Uganda & the greater commonwealth.
In the area of intellectual property & technology, Kenneth is a renown award winning
author and trainer and this has cemented his credentials as a specialist in the
aforementioned practice areas.
He has conducted specialized trainings in areas of ICT such as, block chain technology,
digital banking & data protection among others. Kenneth represents and has
conducted trainings for some of the largest national and multi-national entities in the
region such as Stanbic Bank, Housing Finance Bank & Liquid Telecom. Kenneth is also
a visiting lecturer of intellectual property at Uganda Christian University and has also
conducted lectures on Cyber Law at Makerere University, Law School. He is a member
of the Young Lawyer’s Committee of the Uganda Law Society & the Intellectual
Property Cluster, Uganda Law Society.
Kenneth is also a member of The Africa List, an exclusive community of next generation
CEOs building Africa’s top 100 companies, supported by the CDC Group. Kenneth has
also advised the Government of Uganda on the integration of ICT into the adjudication
processes for Courts of Judicature. He has also advised on changes to the Industrial
Properties Act and is an ardent advocate for the passing of the Data Protection and
Privacy Bill.

Core Expertise:

Education:

• Trademark Law
• Copyright
• Entertainment Law
• Technology Innovation
• Telecommunications
• Media Law
• Civil & Criminal Litigation

• LLB, Uganda Christian University
• Post Graduate Diploma in Legal
Practice, LDC – Kampala
• LLM, University of South Wales

Professional Aﬃliations:
• Member, Young Lawyers Committee – Uganda Law
Society
• Member, Intellectual Property Cluster- Uganda Law
Society
• Uganda Law Society
• East African Law Society
• The Africa List
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HON. JUSTICE

Patrick
TABARO

C O N S UL T A N T
pt@ktaadvocates.com
+256 772 586 282

Justice Tabaro, served over thirty six (36) years in the Judiciary, starting out as a
Magistrate in 1976 rising through the ranks to become a Constitutional Court Judge,
Acting Principal Judge (President of the High Court) as well as serving as chairman of
various Public Commissions of Inquiry and Specialized Courts such as the
Non- performing Assets Recover Trust (NPART). Justice Tabaro specializes in
arbitration and mediation. While in the judiciary, Justice Tabaro chaired High Profile
Commissions of Inquiry which included among others- probe into the expansion of the
Owen Falls Dam, an over 100m USD World Bank Funded Hydro Electric Project
1996- 1997, and the Disciplinary Committee to Discipline Judicial Oﬃcers (appointed
by Judicial Service Commission), 1989.
Justice Tabaro heads the ARD practice of the firm providing arbitration and mediation
services. Justice Tabaro is a certified neutral, on the Roll of arbitrators at the Center
for Arbitration and Dispute Resolution (CADER). Justice Tabaro is an ardent reader on
Africology and is a regular contributor on the subject in the Sunday Vision Column
entitled, African Heritage. He is widely published in academic and non-academic
periodicals and chairs the University Council of Marcus Garvey Pan African University.
He is the immediate former patron of Makerere Law Society (his Alma Mater) which
honoured him with the award Order of Merit. He is also the founding chairman and
now chairman of Uganda Historical Memory, an NGO that documents the country’s
memories. He is also a decorated national hero having been bestowed the Nalubaale
Medal by the H.E President Yoweri Museveni for his contribution to the struggle
against dictatorship in Uganda. He farms tea, coﬀee, and practices horticulture in his
free time.

Core Expertise:

Education:

• Arbitration
• Mediation

• LLB, Makerere University
• Post Graduate Diploma in Legal
Practice,
LDC – Kampala
• Post Graduate Certificate,
Comparative Judicial Reform, IDLI

Professional Aﬃliations:
• Uganda Law Society
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DOROTHY N. NANKUNDA
ASSOCIATE
dnn@ktaadvocates.com
+256 774 529 615

SHEBA PERCY GANYANNA
ASSOCIATE
sg@ktaadvocates.com
+256 782 774 939

IVAN ALLAN OJAKOL
ASSOCIATE
io@ktaadvocates.com
+256 787 261 019

EDWIN MARK BAMULANGA
ASSOCIATE
emb@ktaadvocates.com
+ 2 5 6 7 76 5 5 1 8 2 7
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JULIET KYAZZI DOUGLAS
PRACTICE MANAGER
jd@ktaadvocates.com
+256 712 139 916

DAPHINE NGONZI
ACCOUNTANT

SARAH NAMAYANJA
FILE CLERK

dn@ktaadvocates.com

sn@ktaadvocates.com

+256 700 117 418

+256 774 394 172

JAMES OKORI
LAW CLERK

DAPHINE NATUKUNDA
FRONT DESK MANAGER

jo@ktaadvocates.com

nd@ktaadvocates.com

+256 779 624 414

+ 2 5 6 7 7 2 0 0 6 4 50
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Our Expertise
Film
From the initial development of any film project, through to
its financing, structuring, production and distribution, our
film team brings unrivalled commercial and legal knowhow.
In addition to our traditional entertainment practice, our
lawyers’ all-round media expertise means we can give our
clients specialist guild, clearance, music, employment,
property, tax and corporate advice relating directly to their
film projects and other ventures, as well as setting-up and
running companies on our clients behalf. We have great
strength in depth, helping our clients to source finance and
distribution for their projects as well as connecting them
with the industry’s key players and decision makers.

Technology
The digital age & the tech adept consumer.
Technology is now one of the biggest driving driving forces
of Uganda's growing economy.
The firm’s technology team works with technology
companies, entrepreneurs and investors alike to help them
stay ahead of the pack in terms of innovation, regulation
and market practice in the technology sector.
Our clients often turn to us for critical strategic and
technical legal advice, with innovation and development in
mind.
From putting our enterprising minds to the latest
challenges in retail, right through to helping the banking
world make the most of mobile, we’re always searching for
ways to harness commercial value through emerging
technology. We’re here to apply that mind set to every
commercial challenge our clients face, whatever their
business.
To keep up to date with the latest developments in
technology, sign up to our monthly newsletters.
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Music
Music is an integral part of our lives and our economy.
We’re experts in music law and music rights worldwide.
Our firm understands the curious customs and practices of
the music business. We advise major brands on the use of
music in film, TV, video, games and other productions. We
advise many digital music services and are familiar with all
aspects of collective rights management around the globe.
We have built up an international network of music lawyers
with local expertise that matches our own to assist with any
cross-border work.
We are also experts in the defence and protection of
music rights, and have been part of rights protection case
wins for the music industry.

FinTech & Payments
Disruptive technologies are bringing radical change to the
world of financial services. Our lawyers’ strength across
technology and IP and experience in FinTech means we
can bring value to the fastest-moving businesses. We work
with & train clients including banks, payment solutions
providers, developers of blockchain and cryptocurrency
technologies, and a growing number of insurance tech
players.
Our team has experience in advising on data protection &
privacy and cybersecurity breaches, enabling us to provide
strategically valuable advice to our data-driven clients in
the FinTech space.
We are also actively involved in pushing for legislation and
bringing industry players together to discuss Fintech. Our
expertise ranges from trainings to banks on digital banking
and harnessing the power of blockchain to hosting and
organizing the now annual law, innovation & technology
colloquium.
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Commercial Litigation
Our commercial litigation practice combines deep industry
knowledge with years of experience handling contentious
and complex commercial matters. Our work encompasses
contractual interpretation and disputes, boardroom
fallouts, warranty, shareholder and joint venture disputes,
passing oﬀ, IP and debt collection. We act for clients
ranging from banks, large e-commerce companies to high
net-worth businesses and individuals and online, digital
businesses. Much of our work is time critical, and we have
plenty of experience of obtaining speedy injunctive
relief – and of defending urgent applications. We are used
to navigating complex international legal issues and
working cross-border. We work with an established legal
network to give a seamless legal service worldwide.
Whilst being experienced trial lawyers, our approach to
dispute resolution is unfailingly commercial. We are
experts in all forms of alternative dispute resolution
methods – including arbitration, expert determination and
mediation and have negotiated countless settlements even
in what looks like the most entrenched and contentious
commercial situations.
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DATA PRIVACY AND CYBER SECURITY
In the digital age, data is the new oil. But just as its value has grown, so have the scope and complexity of the laws
governing how it’s managed and exploited. As a result, compliance failures now represent potentially critical risks that
can give rise to significant reputational damage, loss of consumer trust, substantial regulatory fines, damages claims, and
loss of corporate value. Our specialist Data Privacy, Information Law and Cyber Security practice is unique in terms of
its sector focus and the scope of its work, which ranges from advising on commercial data-driven transactions and
cross-border and domestic regulatory compliance matters, to cyber security breach management, regulatory
investigations and contentious matters relating to rights of publicity, defamation and reputation management.
Our clients are active across a diverse range of industries including media and entertainment, food & beverage, mobile
telecoms, internet services, software and mobile apps, financial services and retail.
Our experience includes advising on:
• international data sharing and exploitation
• data controller and data processor obligations
• cyber security breaches
• reputation management
• compliance audits and training
• regulatory investigations
• development of technology use, privacy and cookie policies
and procedures
• data mining and behavioural targeting
• subject access and freedom of information requests
• contentious data privacy matters and dispute resolution
• social media and user-generated content involving personal
data
• employee and worker privacy matters
• M&A and other strategic transactions involving the transfer of
data assets
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Employment
When it comes to advising media and technology focused
companies on employment law, there is no substitute for
true sector expertise.
Our sector knowledge means that we understand how the
law relates to the particular contracts, customs and HR
practices in the media and technology world. We oﬀer a
range of additional industry-specific services to support
clients and their staﬀ through our online contract drafting
tools to tailored workshops and training sessions.

$
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Finance

Our knowledge of the media sector and expertise in
finance and security law as it relates to intellectual
property and receivables leaves us well placed to advise
clients looking to invest in media assets.
Our team advises banks, funds, corporates and individuals
on loans and investments secured by media assets,
including films, television, music and other IP rights.
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Intellectual Property
Intellectual Property Law is the stock-in-trade of
technology innovation in mobile applications, websites,
web-based social networks, and other verticals of the
digital ecosystem.
Intellectual Property protection may prove to be central to
competitive protection and monetization of the venture.
Our intellectual property/rights protection team is widely
regarded as market leading in online enforcement. The firm
undertakes advisory work on legislative change and both
civil and criminal enforcement work for media clients.

Trade Marks
We advise on all aspects of trade marks and brand protection in Uganda, Africa wide, and worldwide. We regularly advise household-name brands, providing strategic trade mark advice, enabling them to generate, preserve, exploit and expand value in their
brands.
Our work includes:
-IP audits and due diligence
- Trademark Search, clearance and registration
-Trade mark and passing oﬀ litigation
-Contentious Registry proceedings
-Anti-counterfeiting
-Parallel imports and repackaging
- Trade libel and malicious falsehood
-Comparative advertising and advertising complaints
-Competition and restraint of trade
- Domain name recovery and company name disputes
-Licensing
-Franchising
-Distribution and agency arrangements
We have an extensive experience in coordinating and handling local and multi-jurisdictional disputes, including through Registry
proceedings such as oppositions and cancellations, and in resolving such disputes out of court where appropriate.
We act directly before the Uganda Registration Services Bureau Intellectual Property Oﬃce, the Community Trade Marks Oﬃce
(OHIM) and the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO). Regarding overseas matters, we work with our established
network of trusted local partners who are experts in local trade mark laws.
Our trade mark experience also includes dispute resolution and litigation. We have an in-depth understanding of the Ugandan and
East African court and appellate court procedures. Notwithstanding our expertise in litigation, we recognise our client’s commercial
concerns and understand the importance of pursuing mediation and alternative dispute resolution procedures where appropriate.
We have advised a number of e-commerce businesses in relation to trade mark disputes; many of which are resolved before
reaching trial.
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CopyRight
Our clients operate in many diﬀerent creative industries
and include film studios, music production, design and
software developers.
Our breadth of experience in protecting copyright extends
to advising clients on commercial copyright issues includes
matters relating to title, subsistence, infringement and
licensing.
KTA has also been involved in Litigation and or
enforcement of copyright for authors, artists. Some of the
prominent artists it has represented include Eddy Kenzo,
Black Entertainment Award (BET) winner for African
Musician of the Year, Ester Nabaasa Tusker Larger Project
fame winner, Prof Jay from Tanzania, Maurice Kirya and
various authors and sculptors.
We also defended an opposition of Presidents Museveni`s
copyright in the song “Mpekoni, U want another rap”. The
enforcement of a copyright in sculpture against Bank of
Uganda, the famous twenty thousand shilling note case.

Patents
Innovations, free movement of goods and services and the
ever-rising participation of the East African Community
Partner states in global trade, has created the need for
innovators and businesses that are driven by technological
advancement to protect their innovations.
The KTA IP team is available to help in advising the client
on the murky waters of patent protection. We do patent
drafting, national and international filings, renewals,
portfolio management, infringement analysis, opposition
and litigation, licensing and commercialization of the
innovation.
The Firm has filed a number of applications in Uganda for
foreign patents including PCT applications and has also
advised local innovators on their innovation notably “The
Jaguza app” that detects an animal`s attitude and is able to
assist animal health workers and farmers engaged in animal
husbandry to detect diseases without interaction with the
animal from the comfort of the smartphone.
The KTA team has also advised on the protection and
registration of the “Janzi”, a music instrument with two
scales that was invented by a client, an improvement of the
local “Adungu” musical instrument.

Domain Names
A key strength of our expertise lies in the protection of
intellectual property rights in the online and digital
environment. As part of this, we are able to give legal and
strategic advice on all aspects of domain name registration
and protection.
This includes providing essential advice relating to domain
name filing and acquisition, as well as domain name
disputes and cybersquatting.
Our lawyers have advised multinational e-commerce
businesses in relation to a number of domain name
disputes, frequently in the context of trade mark and
brand protection.
A key element in the protection of IP rights online is timing,
and we are able to resolve domain name disputes quickly
and cost-eﬀectively.
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Geographical
Indications/Certified
Trademarks
The passing of the Geographical Indications Act, 2013 gave
an opportunity for commercial exploitation of handicrafts
industry and products from communities whose peculiar
characteristics are determined by the environment from
which they are produced or grown.
KTA is presently advising the government and community
that rares the Ankole Cow breed on creating a
geographical indication or certified trademark of the
products of the Ankole Cow, for commercial exploitation.
A rare breed with low cholesterol, withstanding drought
and hard conditions, its products, milk and meat, ghee and
cow horn will be able to fetch a premium price when a
traceability system is established as its qualities are
pristine and found nowhere else.
The Firm has advised on Geographical Indications for Pepa
Yam, Kola nut and cocoa as well as Kente cloth for the
governments of Nigeria and Ghana respectively.
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Banking And Finance
The Firm represents financial institutions and has been
retained for recovery of non-performing loans, insolvency
and advised them on complex cross-border transactions
that involve collateral or security in another jurisdiction.
With its regional footprint, the Firm has the expertise and
the knowledge of the law in the region to advise on any
transaction.
Under this practice, the Firm focuses on banking and
project finance. We are retained by 6 commercial banks in
Uganda and advise several banks on cross-border
transactions. With our regional footprint, we are able to
advise financial institutions on securitizing customer
collateral outside the jurisdiction, due diligence, and
recovery in event of default. Insolvency and debt
restructuring for financial institutions.

Insurance, debt recovery,
receiverships, bankruptcy
And liquidation
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The Firm represents insurance corporations in Uganda and
also does substantial insurance work including drafting
insurance contracts and enforcement of insurance claims.
This Firm also routinely handles bankruptcy, liquidation,
debt collection and receiverships for various Banks,
financial institutions and individuals in Uganda.

Arbitrationand
Mediation/ rent A judge
At KTA, we believe in the alternative resolution of
disputes, and regard courts as a last resort option.
We have therefore been involved in a substantial amount
of arbitration, mediation and negotiation proceedings and
have secured countless out of court settlements on behalf
of our clients. These settlements have saved our clients
time, expense and other constraints of unnecessary
litigation.
The Firm`s consultant is also available to act as an
arbitrator or mediator in disputes that might require such a
service.
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OUR CLIENT PORTFOLIO

27

Internet Service Providers Association of Uganda
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S.K GROUP

KYANINGA
LODGES

RUSSIAN EMBASSY
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TOORO KINGDOM
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Talk To us
URBRA House
Floor 2, Wing A, Plot 1
Clement Hill Road
P.O. Box 37366 Kampala, Uganda
Tel: 0414 530 114
Fax: 0414 531 078
Email: partners@ktaadvocates.com
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